The title compound, {[Nd 2 (C 2 O 4 ) 3 (H 2 O) 4 ]Á2H 2 O} n , was synthesized hydrothermally in the presence of bis(carboxyethylgermanium) sesquioxide. It is isostructural with the corresponding Pr compound [Yang et al. (2009) . Acta Cryst. E65, m1152-m1153]. The Nd 3+ cation is nine-coordinated and its coordination polyhedron can be described as a distorted tricapped trigonal prism. Two Nd 3+ ions are connected by two O atoms from two oxalate ions to give a dinuclear Nd 2 unit. The unit is further linked to four others via four oxalate ions yielding a layerparallel to (011). The linkages between the layers by neighbouring oxalate anions lead to a threedimensional framework with channels along the c axis. The coordinating and free water molecules are located in the channels and make contact with each other and the host framework by weak O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
Related literature
For the application of lanthanide compounds, see: Kido & Okamoto (2002) . For background to lanthanide oxalates, see: Kahwa et al. (1984) ; Trombe & Jaud (2003) ; Wang et al. (2008) . For the isostructural Pr compound, see : Yang et al. (2009 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
The current interest in designing and making lanthanide compounds has been excitated not only by their impressive structural but also by their application in optoelectronic field (Kido & Okamoto, 2002 . H 2 O} n , was obtained.
Although the synthesis methods are different, it is isostructural with the corresponding Pr compound (Yang et al., 2009 ).
Crystal structure determination by X-ray diffraction was performed on a SCXmini-CCD diffractometer equipped with a graphite-monochromatic MoKα (λ = 0.71073 Å) radiation using an ω scan mode at 273 K. The crystallographic analysis reveals that the asymmetric unit of this compound contains one independent Nd atom, six O atoms, three C atoms and three water molecules. The Nd 3+ cation is nine-coordinated and is described as distorted tricapped trigonal prism: six O atoms from three C 2 O 4 2-ligands, one O atom from one C 2 O 4 2-and two water molecules. Two Nd 3+ ions are connected by two O atoms from two oxalates to give a dinuclear Nd 2 unit. The unit is further connected four others via four oxalates to form a layer. The linkages between the layers by oxalates lead to a three-dimensional framework with channels along a axis, as shown in Fig.2 . The coordinated and free water molecules is located in the channels and contact with each other and host framework by O-H···O hydrogne bonds (Fig.3. ). 
Experimental

Refinement
All non-hydrogen atoms were refined anisotropically. The water H atoms were located in a difference Fourier map and refined with a distance restraint of O-H = 0.85 Å, and H-H=1.32Å within the water molecules and with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (O). 
Computing details
Figure 1
The asymmetric unit of the title complex, together with additional O2 atom to complete the coordination of the Nd 
Figure 2
The three-dimensional framework of the title complex with channels viewed along the a axis. 
